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February 17, 2021  

PASTOR’S PENCIL 

Today is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the church season of Lent. Lent is our opportunity to 

spend 40 days in self-reflection and spiritual renewal. It’s the time of year when we ponder the love 

of God and the gift of God’s grace. Lent is a time of reflection on what God has done to redeem us 

and how we can live a whole and full life as children of God. 

While Lent is a time for prayer, fasting, service and contemplation, at the top of the list should be a 

prayer for peace. This year, for the season of Lent I invite you to reflect upon the gift of shalom, the 

Hebrew word for peace. I’ve spoken of shalom many times; it means peace and also tranquility, 

prosperity, security, well-being, health, wellness, completeness and safety. 

To that end, I am inviting you to pray – kinesthetically – for shalom. Take a strip of fabric, write your 

prayer for peace, and tie it to a tree. Ideally, you’ll stop by the Meditation Garden at church, and tie 

your peace prayer to our peace tree. (If that’s a 

burden in any way, just tie it to a bush or tree in 

your own backyard. You can also save up your 

peace prayer strips of fabric and bring them to 

St John when it’s convenient) In the St John 

Meditation Garden we have provided you with 

pens and strips of fabric. Each day (or most 

days) during Lent I’ll send you a prompt for 

what kind of peace prayer you might offer.   

You need not conform to that prompt – it’s just 

a way of sparking your imagination and ex-

tending your understanding of the meaning of 

shalom. 
Continued on page 2 
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PASTOR’S PENCIL 

At the end of Lent my goal is to have our tree at St John festooned with peace prayers. If there’s a lot 

(as I am hoping there will be) I intend to share a photo and press release with the local media. 

Today – Ash Wednesday – I invite you to watch our brief worship service (which includes a Kids’ 

Time about our peace tree) and then find some fabric you can cut into strips and write on. Have a 

supply on hand – you never know when you might need to pray for a piece of peace. 

Today, I invite you to pray for the victims of COVID (or anything you desire to pray for).  You 

might write on your fabric strip: “Lord, protect my family from COVID” or “Lord, I pray for the 

families of those who have died from COVID.” 

Shalom,  

Pastor Lesley 

 

Continued 

Among the many disruptions in 

our lives due to COVID is the 

prolonged time period we have 

been away from our sanctuary – 

almost 50 weeks as I write this! 

Church experts agree that 

church will look very different 

moving forward. Many folks 

have discovered they enjoy the 

quiet of watching worship from 

home (in their pajamas!). Others 

miss the personal connections 

and fellowship they have       

created with members in their 

faith community. 

 

 

 

The solution is the HYBRID 

CHURCH; both a bricks & mor-

tar space and a virtual presence. 

Or to put it more succinctly:    

on-site and on-line. 

There are many challenges in 

being a hybrid church: what’s 

the best technological way to 

reach our virtual attenders? 

How do we create meaningful 

ways of increasing participa-

tion?  What do we do about the 

Lord’s Supper and Baptism? 

And how can St John embrace 

this new church model? 

The discussion will take place 

for 3 or 4 weeks on Sundays at 

11:00 am starting February 28. 

Each discussion will last one 

hour. I’m hoping the extended 

time beforehand will give 

attendees time to do a little    

research in advance.                 

THIS IS NOT A CLASS. It’s   

designed to be DISCUSSION. 

We’ll share our worries and 

concerns, our ideas for moving 

forward, and our creativity as 

we build a blueprint for the   

future. 

At the end of our discussion, I’ll 

present your Session Elders 

with that blueprint (several    

elders are already planning to 

join the discussion). 

Please let Pastor Lesley know if 

you are interested in attending 

this ZOOM discussion. 

LET’S DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF CHURCH 
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Next week is our socially distanced, masked 

work week at the church.  I’m sharing the plan 

below.  Come, even if you’ve not contacted me 

but feel the call of the desert.  Please reach out to 

me if the schedule doesn’t work for you.  I can 

make adjustments if it will allow for more help 

with the work.   We could use more strong backs 

and/or power digging tools…. Many hands (and  

jack hammers) make for light work!  If you have 

tools to lend but cannot help, please bring the 

tools any time listed below, the earlier the better.  

If the digging and shoveling seems a bit too    

ambitious for you, there are plenty of weeds to be 

pulled or hula-hoed.  Please stop by any time to 

contribute to weeding.  I’m sure you can find 

those pesky weeds!   

BEFORE Monday, Feb 22 @ 10am 

bring plants (in plastic pots or like containers) for 

our desert garden to church.  Please leave them 

in the breezeway between the office and the  

sanctuary.   

 

*** Each workday, please wear your mask and 

maintain social distancing. *** 

Monday, Feb 22 

10am - desert garden planning. Master Gardener, 

Anita Green, and I choose locations for the       

donated plants.   

11am - begin prep work 1 in garden areas.  Bring 

hats, gloves, spades, shovels, picks and a strong 

back.  We will move rock and then dig holes for 

plant placement. 

Tuesday, Feb 23  

3pm - prep work 2 (as needed). Bring hats, 

gloves, spades, shovels, picks and a strong 

back.  We will move rock and then dig holes     

for plant placement. 

Wednesday, Feb 24 

11am - prep work 3 (as needed). Bring hats, 

gloves, spades, shovels, picks and a strong 

back.  We will move rock and then dig holes     

for plant placement. 

Friday, Feb 26 

10am - planting begins.  Bring hats, gloves,   

trowels, spades and watering jugs.   

Saturday, Feb 27 

10am - planting, if needed.  Bring hats, gloves, 

trowels, spades and watering jugs.   

I’m looking forward to seeing many of you all 

from 6 feet away!   

Susan Taylor 

Buildings and Grounds chair 

BEAUTIFUL OUTDOOR LOVERS,  
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EVERYTHING I KNOW ABOUT SHARING I LEARNED . . .  

She was born Chloe Wofford in Lorain, Ohio, in 

1931. After a stint teaching at Howard Universi-

ty, she worked as an editor at Random House, 

raising her two sons as a single parent in New 

York. And then she began a project: while her 

boys were asleep late at night or in the early 

morning, she would work on a novel about a 

black girl, Pecola Breedlove, who desperately 

wanted blue eyes. After many rejections,           

The Bluest Eye was finally accepted for publica-

tion in 1970; Morrison was 39 years old. 

Still working as an editor, she helped compile  

The Black Book, an anthology of archival materials 

documenting the African-American experience. 

Among those materials was a short article about 

Margaret Garner, a young mother who  escaped 

enslavement in 1856 — and when the enslavers 

caught up with 

her, she killed 

her two-year-

old daughter in 

order to spare 

her from      

slavery.       

Morrison        

decided to write 

a novel inspired 

by Garner’s sto-

ry because there were no memorials to the      

millions of victims of enslavement. “There’s no 

small bench by the road,” she said. “And because 

such a place doesn’t exist… the book had 

to.” Beloved won the Pulitzer Prize in 1988, and 

Morrison received the Nobel Prize in literature in 

1993. 

Speaking of the Hybrid Church, did you know 

that our average attendance has gone up since 

we began offering our worship services on 

YouTube? That’s because some of you have been 

sharing. 

It’s easy to share our worship. You can simply 

forward the email I send you to friends or family 

who might be interested. Or you can send them 

the weekly link to our YouTube channel. Or you 

can send them to the St John website (this is 

probably the easiest) where the service is posted 

pronto by our Web Master each and every     

Sunday. 

Perhaps you feel a sermon topic would be of  

particular interest to a friend or family member. 

Maybe there’s someone you know who’s         

expressed an interest in “going back to church” 

but hasn’t actually done so yet. Of course, there’s  

always the possibility that a particular piece of 

special music or a creative approach to scripture 

will draw them in. 

Church experts say that the #1 reason folks 

attend a church is because they have been        

invited to do so. Many of you began at St John 

that way. So invite others to our small and 

mighty congregation, and watch us grow! 

FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY MONTH: TONI MORRISON 

Desert Voice Newsletter 

from the  
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CHICKEN TORTILLA SOUP   (PASTOR LESLEY) 

 

Remember, Pastor Lesley is in the office every  

Tuesday from 9-Noon 

Wednesday from 9:30– 1 

and is available just about any time by appointment.  

It’s a bit spicy so you might choose to leave 

out the seeds of the jalapeno! 

Serves 10 

1 t olive oil 

1 medium onion, chopped 

4 garlic cloves, minced 

1 medium jalapeno pepper, chopped 

½ medium green pepper 

4 small boneless, skinless chicken breasts 

2 cups frozen roasted corn 

½ cup dry white wine or water 

2 t cumin 

1 t chili powder 

¼ t cayenne pepper 

4 (14 oz) cans chicken broth 

2 (14 oz) cans diced tomatoes 

2 (8 oz) cans tomato sauce 

 

Topping: tortilla strips, avocado 

 

Sauté onion, garlic, jalapeno, and green pepper with olive oil in large pot until soft. 

Add all other ingredients to pot and bring to a boil. Then lower temperature to simmer. 

After about 15 minutes, remove chicken breasts and shred (two forks work well). 

Return shredded chicken to the pot and simmer an additional 45 minutes. 

Serve with tortilla strips and avocado chunks in each serving. 


